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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The listing below of the claims will replace all prior versions and listings 
of claims in the present application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A plate-link chain for engagement with conical 
disk surfaces of pulleys In continuously variable, conical disk transmissions, said chain 
comprising: a plurality of chain links extending along a chain movement direction and 
including side-by-side and end-to-end plate links having openings to receive 
articulation members formed as pairs of rocker members received in the openings of 
the plate links and having rocker surfaces supported against each other, wherein at 
least end faces of the rocker members that operatively contact surfaces of conical 
. disks of a transmission have ^nitrogen-» eririched outer jayer in the form of a carbon- 
I nitndedjayer, where i n th e carbon n i tr i dod layor has a n i trogen cont e nt of a t leas t 
a bout 0,01% and has a th i ckn e ss of at leas t a bout 50 iim and wherein the conical disk 
surfaces encaged bv the rocker member end faces have a nitrogen-enriched outer 
layer in the form of a carbon-nitrided layer 

Claim 2 (currently amended); A thrust link belt for engagement with conical disk 
surfaces of pulleys in continuously variable, conical disk transmissions, said thrust link 
belt comprising: at least one closed belt strand in the form of an endless loop, and a 
plurality of laterally-extending, face-to-back thrust links in the form of plates carried by 
the strand, wherein at least lateral end faces of the thrust links that operatively contact 
surfaces of conical disks of a transmission have a nitrogen-enriched outer layer in the 
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form of a carbon-nitrided layer; wh e r ei n tho oarbon - n i tridod layer has o n i trogon 
oontont of at le ast about 0*01% and has q th i ckness of ot l ooct about 50 and 



wherein the conical disk surfaces engaged byjthe ro€ke7 member end face^ have a 
nitrogen-enriched outer layer in the form of a carbon-nitrided layer . 




J\ Claim 3 (currently amended): A continuously variable, conical disk 
transmission, said transmission comprising; a first shaft and a second shaft, whereby 
on each of the first and the second shafts two conical disks are provided with 
substantially frustum-like surfaces facing toward one another, and wherein at least one 
conical disk per shaft is axially movable relative to the shaft, wherein at least the 
frustum-like surfaces of the conical disks that operativeiy f fictionally contact an endless 



torque-transmitting means include a nitrogen-e nriched outer surface layer, in the form 
of a carbon-nitrided layer, wh e r e in th e c a rbon - nitridod l ay e r has a n i trog e n cont e nt of 
at l oast about 0.01% and hoc a th i cknes s- of at l east about 50 yxr\ and wherein the 



conical disk surfaces engaged bv the rocker member 



end faces have a nitrogen- 



enriched outer layer in the form of a carbon-nitrided layer . 



Claims 4 through 6 (canceled). 



Claim 7 (currently amended): A plate-link chain in accordance with claim 1 , 
wherein the nitrogen content of each of the carbon-nitrided teye* layers is between 
about 0.05% and about 0.1%. 
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Claim 8 (previously presented): A plate-link chain in accordance with claim 1 , 
wherein after carbon-nitriding the rocker members are subjected to a cgse _hardening 
process. 

Claim 9 (previously presented): A plate-link chain in accordance with claim 8, 
; Wherein the case hardening depth, is aUeast Oj^mm. 



\ 



Claim 10 (previously presented); A plate-link chain in accordance with claim 8, 
wherein the case hardening depth is at least 0.5 mm. 




Claim 11 (currently amended): A thrust link belt in accordance with claim 2, 
wherein the nitrogen content of each of the carbon-nitrided teyef layers is between 
^ fit I about 0,05% and about 0. 

/ Claim 12 (previously presented): A thrust link belt in accordance with claim 2, 
wherein after carbon-nitriding the rocker members are subjected to a case hardening 
1 process* 

Claim 13 (previously presented); A thrust link belt in accordance with claim 12, 
wrierein the case hardening depth is at least 0.3 mm. 
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Claim 14 (previously presented): A thrust link belt in accordance with claim 12, 
wherein the case hardening depth is at least 0.5 mm. 



Claim 15 (currently amended): A continuously variable, conical disk 
transmission in accordance with claim 3, wherein the nitrogen content of each of the 
carbon-nitrided layer layers is between about 0.05% and about 0.1%. 

Claim 16 (previously presented): A continuously variable, conical disk 
transmission in accordance with claim 3, wherein after carbon-nitriding the rocker 
members are subjected to a case hardening process. 



Y: Claim 17 (previously presented): A continuously variable, conical disk 




<0 



transmission in accordance with claim 16, wherein the case hardening depth is at least 
0,3 mm. 

Claim 18 (previously presented): A continuously variable, conical disk 
transmission in accordance with claim 16, wherein the case hardening depth is at least 
0.5 mm. 

Claim 19 (previously presented): A plate link chain in accordance with claim 1, 
wherein the rocker members undergo an annealing treatment at a temperature of from 

jabout 780*C to about 1050°C in a carburizing atmo spher e that includes a carbon- 

I 

'containing gas selected from the group consisting of natural gas, propane, ammonia, 
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and mixtures thereof for a time sufficient to obtain a desi red ca se hardening depth, 
and wherein the rocker members are subsequently cooled to a hardening temperature 
with subsequent martensitic hardening by quenching to a temperature below a 
martensitic formation temperature and tempered at a temperature of from about 150°C 
to about 250°C. 

Claim 20 (previously presented); A thrust link belt in accordance with claim 2, 
wherein the thrust links undergo an annealing treatment at a temperature of from 
about 780°C to about 1050°C in a carburizing atmosphere that includes a carbon- 
containing gas selected from the group consisting of natural gas, propane, ammonia, 
and mixtures thereof for a time sufficient to obtain a desired case hardening depth, 
and wherein the rocker members are subsequently cooled to a hardening temperature 
with subsequent martensitic hardening by quenching to a temperature below a 
martensitic formation temperature and tempered at a temperature of from about 150*C 
to about 250X- 

Claim 21 (previously presented): A continuously variable, conical disk 
transmission in accordance with claim 3 f wherein the conical disks undergo an 
annealing treatment at a temperature of from about 780°C to about 1050°C in a 
carburizing atmosphere that includes a carbon-containing gas selected from the group 
consisting of natural gas, propane t ammonia, and mixtures thereof for a time sufficient 
to obtain a desired case hardening depth, and wherein the rocker members are 
subsequently cooled to a hardening temperature with subsequent martensitic 




J 
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hardening by quenching to a temperature below a martensltic formation temperature 
and tempered at a temperature of from about 1 SOX to about 250 d C. 




Claim 22 (new): A plate-link chain in accordance with claim 1 , wherein the 
carbon-nitrided layer has a nitrogen content of at least about 0,01% and has a 
thickness of at least about 50 unu 

Claim 23 (new): A thrust link belt in accordance with claim 2 ( wherein the 
carbon-nitrided layer has a nitrogen content of at least about 0.01% and has a 
thickness of at least about 50 unv 

Claim 24 (new): A continuously variable, conical disk transmission in 
accordance with claim 3, wherein the carbon-nitrided layer has a nitrogen content of 
at least about 0.01 % and has a thickness of at least about 50 jim. 
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